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INTRODUCTION TO THE PARISH PLAN
By Councillor Brian Brown, Chairman, Bainbridge Parish Council

It gives me great pleasure to introduce our Parish Plan which has been drawn up in the
main from the replies you kindly gave to the questionnaires sent to all parish households in
the springtime. There has also been input from the public meeting in November and from
your councillors.

The plan sets out how the residents want to see their community develop. It is unique in that
individual parish residents are able for the first time to express opinions which will be seen
by local, regional and central government without having to go through elected
representatives. It is important that in this plan you have identified problems which need to
be brought to the attention of statutory bodies by your Parish Council. You have also told us
of facilities, features and characteristics of the parish that you find of value.

Two years ago the Parish Councils of the four parishes in Upper Wensleydale met to
discuss the preparation of their parish plans. It was decided that important concerns such
as housing, transport and health-care would be better addressed and carry more weight if
they appeared as one document from all four parishes. In Countryside Agency terminology
a grouping of parishes is called a ‘cluster’. The separate Cluster Plan is an important
document which can be seen at the Community Office or may be borrowed from the Parish
Clerk. What you have here is the Bainbridge Parish section of the overall plan for Upper
Wensleydale.

The Parish Plans are sent to the Countryside Agency for DEFRA. Included in the first part of
our plan is a description of the parish and its infrastructure, information that may help
informed decisions about our locality to be made at governmental level.

We follow that section with a brief analysis of the majority opinion of what you thought about
elements of parish life such as social facilities and the local environment. (The full list of
comments is included later as Appendix 1 ). As Chairman and having lived here all my life |
found many of the comments particularly interesting for they put on record concerns that we
knew about at the back of our minds but had not actively pursued. Bainbridge is an active
and sustainable community but your comments clearly identified a wish to improve
community involvement in the co-ordination and organisation of local events, with young
people playing a greater role. Strong concerns were also expressed about highway safety,
the growth of holiday-lets and second homes and the importance of retaining local services
by using them.

On a positive note you liked living here with the good community spirit, quietness and
safety. Through your Parish Council we will try to maintain these aspects and through the
Parish Action Plan (pp 15-17) hope to resolve the issues which concerned you.



What is a Parish Plan?

Parish Plans were introduced in the 2000 ‘Rural White Paper’ which set out the Government's
plans for the countryside and are part of the Countryside Agency’s ‘Vital Villages’ initiative.

The Government wants local communities to be more active in the control of their neighbourhoods
by having a say in the shaping of them and engaging with other powers to help achieve their
aspirations and to work with appropriate organisations and partners in order to deliver these
aspirations.

A Parish Plan is a vision of how the community sees itself developing over the next few years.

The Plan should:

-Reflect the views of all sections of the community;

-Identify which features and local characteristics are valued,;

-Identify local problems and opportunities;

- Spell out how residents want their community to develop in the future;

-Prepare a plan of action to achieve this vision;

It also gives everyone a chance to say what they think about the social, economic and
environmental issues affecting their community, and how they would like to see it improve in the
future.

The Countryside Agency is a government agency working to improve the quality of the countryside
and make life better for people living in rural areas.

In order to be influential and effective at strategic (County, District, Regional Government) level it is
important that the Parish Plan complements policies in local documents and strategies such as the
Richmondshire Local Plan, the Richmondshire Community Plan and the Yorkshire Dales National
Park Local Plan.

Although the Parish Plans have no formal status as yet, it is hoped that they will influence a wide
range of organisations that provide services to rural communities and help shape the future of
these rural areas. The Parish Plan will also help when trying to access funding for parish projects.

As mentioned in the Chairman’s Introduction, our Bainbridge Parish Plan does not include the big
issues for Upper Wensleydale, such as housing, employment an health and social care. These are
covered in the Upper Wensleydale ‘cluster’ Plan.

How has the Parish Plan been prepared?

The main method of consultation with residents was a questionnaire survey of every household
carried out by post in the spring of 2005. There were separate questions for Bainbridge and Upper
Wensleydale. In addition, the views of individuals were sought through notices and by discussion
with their parish councillors. Initial findings were made the subject of further discussion at a public
Parish Meeting in November 2005.

What was the response?

Questionnaires were distributed to the 200 households in the parish and about one third were
returned. However, when coupled with verbal comments from local people known for their
reluctance to commit pen to paper, then this is considered to be a fair representation of the views of
the community.

What happens next?

The publication of the Plan is not the end of the process but rather a means of informing the
community about the issues which have been identified as important and some of the changes it
would like to see in the parish.

It is a community document and as such it is important that the community is involved in its
implementation. Whilst lead responsibilities are identified in the Action Plan, success will depend on
people joining in and helping to achieve the desired results.



How will progress be monitored?

It is intended that the Parish Council will hold regular reviews of the Action Plan and report on
progress in the Parish Newsletter. But if you think that things are not happening or taking too long,
don’t hesitate to take it up with the people responsible and with the Parish Council.

Want to find out more?

Everyone is invited to join in to make the Plan work. Which point in the Action Plan is of interest to
you? Contact any of the councillors or the Parish Clerk to express your interest in a particular area.
You will be able to find out more from the Parish Newsletter and from the regular Plan updates on
the Parish notice boards.

Copies of this Plan are available from the Parish Clerk, from whom you may also borrow the Upper
Wensleydale Cluster Plan.

Introduction to our Parish

The civil parish of Bainbridge is a sparsely populated upland area of Upper Wensleydale. It lies to the
south of the River Ure and is of 60 sq km. The nearest town is Leyburn, 13 miles to the east along
the A684. The whole of the parish lies within the boundaries of the Yorkshire Dales National Park
and it's administrative district is Richmondshire.

The principal village is Bainbridge, a Conservation Area situated on a limestone terrace above the
rivers Bain and Ure. There is a well documented Romano-British fort of AD 100 overlooking the
village, which itself dates from the early middle ages when it was a settlement of foresters looking
after the hunting forest of Wensleydale. There is a large village green, the property of the Lords of
the Manor of Bainbridge, trustees for the parish residents. Medieval ‘strip farming’ fields surround the
village.

A mile east of Bainbridge lies the farming hamlet of Worton, mentioned in the Domesday Book. It
was a leadmining centre in the 19th Century.

Countersett is a small hamlet two miles south of Bainbridge, overlooking the glacial lake of
Semerwater. The hamlet has a long religious history of non-conformity, with a very early Quaker
Meeting House in use to this day.

Marsett is a small farming village a further two miles south. The farms are situated around the village
green, exploiting the fields of the flat valley bottom before it rises steeply into the upland areas where
there is now much commercial forestry.

Stalling Busk is a small farming community of Norse origin, clinging to the hillside above Semerwater.
Although in itself old, there are extensive remains of very old settlements close to the village,
principally Iron and Bronze age with some now identified as being as old as Mesolithic. A preserved
ruined chapel dates from 1603.

Copyright reserved: Lesley Coates Jones



The Community

The total parish population at the 2001 Census
was 438, made up as follows:

0-4 yrs 21
5-15 yrs 39
16-24yrs 41
25-44yrs 99
45-64 yrs 114
65-74yrs 57
75 plus 67

The average age was 46.5 years.

The age profile of the parish shows a higher
than average population of people over 65,
28% compared with the UK average of 18%.
The same age profile, although not as marked,
is seen in Richmondshire District. The profile
may be distorted for Bainbridge as it is the site
of an NYCC elderly persons home and a
Richmondshire  District Council sheltered
housing facility.

By comparison with the UK figure of 18%, only
14% are of school or pre-school age. This may
be accounted for by the outward migration of
young people for wider employment opportunity
and the high cost of housing.

Housing

In 2001 there were 242 dwellings in the parish
of which 192 had resident households.

71 of these were one-person households and
52 households had children.

47 properties, that is 20% of the total parish
stock were second homes or holiday
accommodation.

There was a high level of home ownership,
67%. 28% of the properties in the parish were
either rented privately or from the local
authority.

In terms of income and employment, the parish
is apparently well-off. However the Government
now uses a statistical tool to measure
deprivation to see how 'well-off people actually
are. One measure relates to barriers to housing
and services which includes geographical
barriers and other issues in access to housing
such as affordability. Addleborough electoral
ward, which includes Bainbridge, is one of the
10% most deprived in England, ranked as the
21st most deprived of the 32,000 in England.
Housing policies for the Dales and the parishes
were considered in the Upper Wensleydale
Cluster Plan. Bainbridge is shortly to have a 40
room elder-care facility and 17 new houses for
local need.

Countersett
Employment
There is a high level of full or part-time
employment in the parish and very low

unemployment.

Over the years there has been a drop in the
number of people directly employed in farming,
but a significant number of parishioners are still
employed supporting agriculture.

10% of those employed are in professional
occupations, 10% in personal services. A large
number, a third of those working, are in skilled
trades occupations.

No figures are available as to where people work,
but many work away from the parish as may be
deduced from the average daily distance to work
of all employed as being 18km.

Health Care

Parishioners are registered for NHS medical GP
care with the Central Dales Medical Practice,
which has surgeries at Aysgarth and Hawes. This
is a dispensing practice, but will also deliver
medicines to local collection points. Out-Of-Hours
medical care, if a visit to a medical facility is
required, is provided at the Primary Care Centre
at Catterick Garrison, 20 miles away.

The nearest hospital is the Friarage at
Northallerton, a small district general hospital with
A&E and maternity services. Specialist care is by
referral to Middlesborough, 55 miles away.

NHS dental care is available from a visiting
dentist in a dental surgery in the Hawes medical
practice or from the main clinic in Leyburn.

There is no nursing home in the parish, but there
is now a fully manned ambulance station.

7 Ambulance Station



Education

Children of the parish attend the primary school
at Bainbridge, dating from 1980. There is an
expanded nursery section but the numbers of
children aged 5-11 has fallen.

At the age of 11, children move on to the
secondary school, the Wensleydale School at
Leyburn. Most children travel on a school bus to
Leyburn. School taxis are also used to transport
children living on the fringes of the parish to
school or to the school bus.

There are no facilities in the parish for general
further education, with parishioners travelling to
the next parish for their tuition.

Bainbridge School
Roads and transport

Bainbridge parish extends to the south of an east-
west trunk road, the A684, running from the vale
of York to the Lake District. Although classified as
an ‘A’ road, it is winding, liable to flooding and the
site of a number of fatal accidents. The minor
roads of the parish can be narrow, with
obstructed views and difficult in winter conditions.
Because of the distance from services
(eg. Hospital, 35 miles), poor public transport and
the necessity for work transport, there is a high
car/van ownership. There were 242 cars
registered in the parish and 26% of the
households had two or three cars. Only 14% of
the households had no car.

Churches

The only C of E church in the civil parish of
Bainbridge is at Stalling Busk, where there is a
small church which has a joint benefice with
Askrigg, sharing a vicar. The original church,
dating from 1603, is a listed ruin.

Wesleyon Methodist Chapels are found at
Bainbridge and Marsett.

Quakerism enjoys a long history in Wensleydale
and there are Quaker Meeting Houses at
Bainbridge and at Countersett.

Quaker Meeting House, Countersett

Amenities

The parish is particularly fortunate that so many
village amenities have been retained. They are
mainly based in Bainbridge village, where there is
a butcher and a Post Office/Shop open 6 days a
week, and a garage/filling station open 7 days a
week. Newspapers and milk are delivered daily. A
Fish & Chip van calls once a week and the
mobile library stops in the village every three
weeks.

In the parish there is now just one hotel, the Rose
and Crown at Bainbridge, which provides
accommodation, meals and a function room, and
one public house, the Victoria Arms at Worton.
There are a number of B&B premises in the
parish and one café at Bainbridge.

Bainbridge village hall is owned and run by a
Trust. The building is nearly a century old and in
need of modernisation. The village hall at Stalling
Busk, the old school, is likewise run by Trustees.

The village green is used for community activities
and in one corner is a children’s play area and
public toilet.

A number of clubs and societies flourish in the
parish which now has an arts teaching facility,
Bainside Arts Barn, which provides art and
cultural courses at Bainbridge.



Semerwater Lake, privately owned, is used
extensively for leisure pursuits such as fishing,
canoeing, sailing and adventurous outdoor
activities.

Leisure activities on Semerwater

Elderly Care Provision

At this time there are two facilities for elderly
care provision situated in Bainbridge. High Hall
is an NYCC Elderly Persons Home which is no
longer providing suitable accommodation.
Almost adjacent is a Richmondshire District
Council sheltered housing facility which
incorporates an elderly persons Day Centre.
Clients of the centre are transported in a
specially adapted minibus, provided and run by
an Upper Wensleydale charity.

High Hall
As this plan is being written, work is ongoing to
construct a new 40 room elderly care facility, to
be run by a Housing Association. On
completion, both old facilities will close, with
High Hall being converted to housing for local
need tenants.

Finally (!), there is a Chapel of Rest and a
cemetery at Bainbridge, which is run by the
Parish Council.

Bainbridge Cemetery






Recommendation:

Action REF 3.1: Parish Council links with
existing web sites that inform the community in
the area, through dissemination of the Parish
Council Newsletter information online for
example and consider further exploration of
introducing a Community website.

Action REF 3.22 Seek more formal
arrangements for distribution/publication of the
Parish Council Newsletter. This is so as to be
to be more inclusive over the Parish. Activity
could be advertising publishing dates, leaving
copies at central points (and advertising that
copies can be collected from those points),
considering postal distribution.

4. Environment

82% of households which took part in the survey
described the appearance of their village as being
tidy.

The appearance of Bainbridge
considered to be untidy by a minority.
There was praise for the condition that the public
toilets are kept in.

village is

Areas that are considered untidy are:

BAINBRIDGE
MILLENNIUM ISLAND: Untidy advertising boards.

VILLAGE GREEN: Condition of the posts and
chains, litter and condition of the bus shelter.

WORTON

Untidy overhead power lines/cables.

MARSETT
Parked farm machinery on the village green.

A selection of feedback relevant to this is included in
Appendix 1.

Further Development in Bainbridge
Parish

There is strong support for further development for
houses for permanent occupation (over 80% of
households). 70% of households favour further
development in the form of elderly persons homes
and over 60% favour further development of

sheltered housing. Over 40% of households suppo:rltl

business development.

There is little enthusiasm for further development
of housing for part time occupation and holiday
lets, over 60% are against this type of
development.

Conservation Area

Much of Bainbridge village is in a conservation
area and in the parish there are 40 Grade Il
listed buildings ranging from Manor houses to
telephone boxes.

Households were asked if there were any other
features that should be protected within the
village where they live or within the parish. It is
obvious that most are unaware of the extent of
the conservation area and what is already listed.
Other features the community wish to be
protected are the ‘swizzy’ stones at the top of
Bainbridge village green, the narrow rights of
way between the houses in Bainbridge and the
stones up the Bain River beyond lvy Cottage.

Specified areas of Environmental
concern

The highest community concern is with low flying
aircraft, of concern to 64% of those who
responded. Over half of households are
concerned with dog dirt/fouling and just less than
half are concerned with litter/rubbish dumping.

Clean up of Parish area and
Cemetery

27 households were interested in taking part in a
clean up of the parish area and cemetery once or
twice a year.

Provision of additional disposal
facilities

There is strong support for provision of glass and
paper recycling facilities and additional recycling
facilities across the board.

Given the high level of concern over dog dirt and
fouling the adequate provision of dog waste bins
is a matter that should be addressed.

Things that would improve the
surrounding area.

In many ways this is the ‘wish list' of the
community and some suggestions are outside
the means of the Parish Council to deliver. There






Recommendation:

As Action REF 4.4: Pedestrian Access in
Bainbridge village.

Action REF 5.1: Explore traffic calming
schemes to further reduce vehicle speed on
the A684 approach to Worton and A684 into
Bainbridge. This could be extending speed
limit further out of both villages. Assess traffic
flow speed through parish at peak times; this is
of community concern Consider weight
restrictions in areas of highlighted concern,
such as Worton/Askrigg road, through Worton.
Action REF 5.2: Consider assessment of
existing parking in areas where there is
identified hazard to other road users/
pedestrians; specifically at the  Millennium
stone junction.

Action REF 5.3: Consider one way system for
Back Syke with clear indication of direction
traffic must turn exiting to A684

Action REF 5.4: Monitor traffic use at Old
School T Junction. Continue to monitor one
way system around Rose & Crown junction.

6. Services
Provision and maintenance

Parishioners considered that service provision
such as dusthin collection, road drain clearance
and main highway maintenance was satisfactory.
The level of satisfaction with winter gritting is
‘good’ to ‘satisfactory’ for most households; 9
households who completed the survey rated it as
‘poor’.

However a fairly high number of households have
specific issues with maintenance of minor roads,
verges and drains/sewerage systems.

Rating of the maintenance of minor roads by 40%
(19) of households is recorded as ‘poor;
maintenance of the verges is recorded as ‘poor’ by
39% (18) households.

Recommendation:

Action REF 6.1. Review the maintenance of
minor roads and roadside verges throughout
parish with a view to improvement.

Action REF 6.2. Review drainage and
sewerage provision.
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7. Use of Community Halls

The questionnaire highlighted the value of
Bainbridge village hall as a community resource,
with potential for flexible use and more service
to the local community. The appearance or
access to the hall does not deter people from
using it. 53% (29) of households make use of
the Hall occasionally, 11% (6) use it most times
there is an event.

For the majority who do not use the hall it comes
down to lack of advertising of what is on offer
locally (or lack of households noticing the
advertising). 56% of those who almost never
use the Hall do not know what events/activities
are happening there.

How facilities could be better used

Suggestions  from  parishioners included
providing a wider range of activities, particularly
for children and youths, which need improved
advertising.

A number of people commented that there were
constraints on the use of Bainbridge village hall
due to poor access through a kitchen, poor toilet
facilities, décor, parking and lack of disability
awareness.

Stalling Busk Village Hall is used for a number
of hamlet activities and is well supported by
local residents.

Bainbridge Village Hall

Recommendation:

Action REF 7.1. To seek to ensure
improvement of Bainbridge Village Hall
amenities, specifically toilet, access, disability
awareness , décor and parking.




8. Social Issues

Likes:

The most important thing to households about living
in their village is the community spirit and
friendliness of the local community. Also of
importance is peace and tranquillity of the area and
the environment itself.

The availability of local services is also something
that households like about the parish. Bainbridge
has retained a good selection of community
amenities: church, school, Post Office and shop,
butcher, garage, hotel, café, public telephone and
toilets, cemetery, Arts Barn, play area and village
green. In addition households like the fact that their
village is well maintained.

A selection of these comments can be found in
Appendix 1.

Dislikes:

23 Households raised issues or areas of
discontent. Some of these reinforce concerns from
earlier feedback and within the Cluster Parish Plan,
others are areas of discontent that are not
revealed elsewhere.

Dislikes range from:

Lack of service provision across a wide
range of services some statutory, some more
amenity.

Traffic/parking issues arising from conflict
between residents and tourists; car parking,
inconsiderate parking and speeding vehicles
through the villages.

Increasing numbers of holiday
opportunities for local housing provision.

Difficulty in providing affordable housing
provision for the local community.

Shortage of organised children and youth

lets, lost

The Stocks on Bainbridge Village Green
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activities in Bainbridge village.
Shortage of childcare for pre and school age
children.

THINGS THAT WOULD IMPROVE
QUALITY OF LIFE

This covered Better Environment, Better facilities
for children and youth, Better facilities for the
elderly, Better health and welfare services, Better
housing/housing services, Better schools, Less
crime, More money/resources from government,
Better jobs and Better transport links. All of these
were ranked A to D, most important to not
important.

The things that people most felt would improve their
environment were improved health and welfare
services, more money and resources, a better
environment and better transport links.

Residents were asked for suggestions on changes
they would like to see in their village and parish in
the near future.

Most replies reinforced comments made elsewhere
and covered areas such as traffic management,
support for local businesses and access to
services.

A number of respondents did not wish to see any
change made to where they were living.

Recommendation:

As Action REF 3 in Cluster Parish Plan

As Action REF 4 in Cluster Parish Plan

As Action REF 5 in Cluster Parish Plan

As Action REF 6 in Cluster Parish Plan

As Action REF 8 in Cluster Parish Plan

Action REF 8.1: Support formation of a
Community Association to encourage increased

children & youth activities in the villages in
coordination with the local school.




ACTION PLAN

LEGEND: AiR: Arts in Richmondshire, BPC: Bainbridge Parish Council, RDC: Richmondshire District Council, LOMOB: Lords of the Manor of Bainbridge, NYCC:

North Yorkshire County Council, UWS&SA: Upper Wensleydale Spots and Social Association, YDNPA: Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority.
PRIORITY: 1: high (up to 6 months), 2: medium (6-12 months), 3: low (within 2 years).

REF | RECOMMENDATION ACTION PRIORITY | PARTNERS TIMESCALE | LEAD
LEISURE, SPORTS & AMENITY
2.1 | Use BPC to coordinate by seeking Medium UWS&SA Ongoing BPC
Support community involvement in leisure, sport views and advising on funding RDC Sport Coordinator
and cultural activities for all ages. AR
Improve publicity to increase usage and in order
that suggestions for improvements be passed to
relevant organisation.
2.2 | Amenity Notice-board
Review siting of Worton village Notice-board. Consult residents Low NYCC Area Committee | Soon BPC
COMMUNICATION
3.1 | Consider use of Web links Consult residents Low Existing local websites | Soon BPC
Use existing web sites to display Parish Council
Newsletter and other information
3.2 | Parish Council Newsletter Investigate alternative Now BPC
More formal approach to production/distribution at | BPC High provider rather than
regular intervals. BPC
ENVIRONMENT
4.1 | Litter & Maintenance
Review bin size/provision/siting in Bainbridge BPC Medium Community working Soon BPC
village. party and RDC
Organise volunteer bi-annual clean of village area. Ongoing
4.2 | Parking
Monitor and control parking within Bainbridge BPC High NYCC, YDNPA Ongoing BPC
village for residents and visitors.
4.3 | Recycling
Improve recycling opportunities. BPC to assess demand High RDC Soon BPC
4.4 | Access
Improve pedestrian access through Bainbridge BPC to talk to relevant Medium Householders Soon BPC

village.

householders
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4.5

Conservation Area

Advertise demarcation of Bainbridge village BPC to consult with YDNPA as Low YDNPA IDC BPC
‘Conservation Area’. there is no formal Conservation
Area Action Plan
Undergrounding of power & telephone lines Tel & Elec Companies
4.6 | Housing
Support provision for permanent resident housing BPC to continue communication High RDC, YDNPA, Housing | Ongoing BPC
meeting the needs of identified sectors. with relevant bodies Associations
(Already covered in Cluster Plan)
TRANSPORT
5.1 | Traffic calming
To reduce accidents along all parts of A684 in the | BPC High NYCC, Police, Soon BPC
parish. Community Safety
Extension of speed limit out of Worton \illage and Partnership
Bainbridge village.
Consider weight restrictions on Worton/Askrigg
road.
5.2 | Parking
Control of parking at the Millennium stone junction, | BPC High NYCC Highways Actioned BPC
Bainbridge. 09/05
5.3 | Traffic Flow
Highlight issues for traffic using Back Syke, BPC High NYCC Soon BPC
Bainbridge village.
5.4 | Monitor traffic use at Old School T Junction.
Highlight issues for one way system around Rose &
Crown junction.
SERVICES
6.1 | Roadside
Increased maintenance of minor roads and Consult with NYCC Highways High NYCC Highways, Ongoing BPC
roadside verges. contractors
6.2 | Drainage/sewerage
Review of provision in Bainbridge village. BPC High Yorkshire Water Soon BPC
USE OF VILLAGE HALL/INSTITUTE
7.1 | Improvements BPC to inform VH committee of Medium RDC, Village Soon BPC
Improvements to be passed to relevant committee/s | parishioners concerns Commitees
SOCIAL ISSUES
8.1 | Increase participation and use of community Bring interested parties together Medium All local groups, Soon BPC

facilities

Encourage formation of a (children & youth)
activities group. Consider formation of Community
Association.

Education Authority
Bainside Arts
Bainbridge School

16






