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EDITORIAL

It’s quite possible to chop down a big tree in
a day; Fred Dibner could fell a mill chimney in
a couple. A storm, fire or flood can play havoc
with property overnight. An epidemic — of
humans or livestock — as we know, can be
devastating. Crises, by their very nature, are
sudden. Trouble is, we can’t really have an
“anti-crisis”! It is never a quick or simple job to
do the reverse (like a film being played
backwards).

So to build up an area or a community or
an organisation takes a long time and a lot of
effort, and this month we are going to be very
cheerful and positive and remind ourselves of
what has happened around here over the last
eight years. Why choose eight, you might ask.
Well it is just eight years since this Newsletter
began and in that time a great deal has been
achieved that might not always be apparent.
(We soon spot a knocked-down gap in a wall,
but don’t notice when it has been filled in!)

At the risk of being accused of missing
things or being partisan let us consider what the
Councils, at all levels of local government, the
National Park, the Yorkshire Dales Millennium
Trust, the schools, the churches, the youth clubs,
the sporting organisations and many other
cultural groups have all been able to do. Before
you read on, see if you can think of anything!

We have a thriving (and a pioneer)
Community Office, superb Dales Countryside
Museum with space for such varied activities;
schemes afoot for the Auction Mart; childcare
facilities; a community field in Hawes;
improved play areas in other villages; new
sporting and leisure groups; a leap forward in
the railway re-instatement; practical
improvements in many of our churches and
village halls (new roofs, new toilets, new
furniture, one new hall!); disabled facilities
which will help us all; new nursery units in
schools; repaired and replaced river-crossings,
dry-stone walls and field barns; much new tree-
planting in either large or small schemes; shops
saved from closure; a bus service down the
dale better than for years; still four local
doctors; an air ambulance being used; new
ambulance station being started; new schemes

for disposal of rubbish; a new local abattoir; the
Wensleydale Centre of Craven college; I.T.
developments; an ever-developing
Creamery..... and, as we said, there must be
plenty we have missed. Sorry!

None of these happens overnight. You
can’t have an ‘anti-crisis’ None comes about
without months of debate, planning and a huge
commitment of time by both employed and by
very much volunteer labour.

So why not join us and be glad; say
“thanks” and determine to put your bit into an
ever-better Upper Wensleydale. Things never
stand still; they either improve or decline.

This is a good time to pay tribute to the

very large number of newsletter volunteers.
Have a guess!
If we include all the regular writers, front cover
artists, committee, printers & office workers,
distributors, village contacts, regular senders-in
of news and dates, that comes to about fifty,
plus another forty who willingly receive the
newsletter at the various outlets. We are very
grateful.

EUNICE

“l was on page 31” says our lamb.
This month’s winner is:
Bea Cavalier
From Montpelier, France

YORKSHIRE DALES NﬁTIONﬂﬁF;ﬁRK
—50 years - 1954 to 2004/,—

Jocrs erpa=




SINGER SNIPPET

Two Singers this month, one from the
family of an old lady who can't sew any
more but was delighted to be helping
people far away, and one brought up from
the south to Sedbusk by holiday cottage
folks. You see, many visitors read the
Newsletter, which should encourage local
businesses to advertise their wares!
Sylvia’s “Recycling” has taken a further
turn in its fortunes! Two cycles are now on
offer, one men’s one women’s. Suitable
donation requested. 650525 for offers.
S.Crookes

HAWES COMMUNITY BONFIRE
AND FIREWORKS

These will be on the Community Field on
Wednesday November 5th at 6.30 pm.
With rising costs and insurance for such an
event, please give generously or this may
be our last bonfire.

On a safety note, bonfires and fireworks
can be dangerous; no responsibility will be
taken by the organisers for any
unaccompanied children.

Have a good night!

WENSLEYDALE RAILWAY
TIMES

November; Saturdays and Sundays,
1,2,8,9,15 and 16

From Leyburn at 11.30, 13.30 and 15.30
From Leeming 10.30, 12.30 and 14.30
Santa Specials: Saturdays and Sundays
from November 22 to December 21 and
on December 22,23 and 24.

Company Christmas lunches.

Enjoy a pre-lunch drink on the special train
and then the meal in the buffet coach at
Leeming. Weekdays from November 24
to December 19. For details of this phone
01609 779368

For information and pre-booking of
other journeys phone: 08454 505457
FAREWELCOME!

Almost all the time the Newsletter has been
going, Derek Nevill from Hawes has been
one of the “printing team” and chief
purveyor of teas and coffees for the group
doing all the collating etc. Derek now feels
he can no longer carry on on a regular basis
and we wish to pay tribute to his staunch
support over the years and hope he may want
to call in now and again to enjoy the fun! We
all wish him well.

Peter Jackson from Gayle has been
helping out and is now one of the printers
AND the new Newsletter Treasurer and
committee member. Many thanks; we are
very grateful.

WENSLEYDALE FLOWER CLUB

....is holding an Open Flower
Demonstration, partly in aid of Hawes and
Leyburn Doctors' Surgeries on Saturday, 15th
November at 2 pm in Harmby Village Hall.
Seasonal arrangements by a National
Demonstrator will be raffled at the end of the
afternoon..

Another of our delicious Afternoon Teas is
included in the ticket price of £8.00

TICKETS FROM ANN HARRISON
663381, or KATHY IVESON 622338

REQUEST

This could be quite a challenge! We have
been asked to appeal on behalf of a small
group of eager learners for a Tutor of Greek
for classes either in Askrigg or Leyburn. If
you, or someone you know is able to help,
please contact the Wensleydale Centre,
Askrigg 650060



SWALEDALE FESTIVAL.

Did You Enjoy the Festival this Year?
Would you like to be more involved?

The Swaledale Festival is run by the Board,
which consists of 18 people,. 6 of whom
retire each year. We are, therefore, seeking
for people who feel they have something to
offer, and would like to join the Board.

The Board appoints the Director, helps
with the programming, keeps an eye on the
finances and assists with the smooth
running of the Festival.

The volunteers, who do stewarding,
hospitality, transport and publicity, give
invaluable service, and we welcome
applications from among their number.

The AGM is on Dec 1st, applications to

be in by Nov 15th.

If you are interested, please contact the

Secretary to the Board:

Mrs Felicity Manning, The Nook, Reeth,

N. Yorks. DL 11 6TE. Tel;01748 884438

and she will send you more information.
LETTER

From “Wensleydale”, Tasmania

Whilst in Wensleydale (UK) during June 2001
I read the booklet “Redmire, A Patchwork of
its History” by Isobell McGregor. | tried to get
a copy, even visiting Isobell but she had none
left. | thought | might find a copy on the Web
either in the UK or back here, but without
Success.

My great great grandfather John Terry was
the miller at Redmire until he emigrated to Van
Diemans Land (Tasmania) with his wife (nee
Powell) and twelve children in 1819. My
property adjoins one of those given to John
which he called Askrigg (a few years ago we
were in Tasmania and by chance passed
through Askrigg!! Ed.); similarly ours we have
named Wensleydale. (There is also a
Wensleydale (sheep) Station in the outback of
Victoria; Ed).

The Terrys have multiplied greatly in the past
184 years and spread throughout Tasmania and

Australia. My wife and | are the only remaining
ones in the Derwent River Valley, where John
settled, built a mill and raised his family.

I would love to have a copy of the booklet
and wonder if you may be able to procure one
for me. 1 will of course be happy to pay
whatever it would cost.

The late John Terry, son of George of Craven
Holme had twice visited us and was a great
source of information as there are no Terrys left
in Wensleydale.

I would be most grateful if you are successful.

Yours sincerely
Robin R. Terry
Can any readers help? Please contact the
Newsletter for full contact details

REMINDER: SHOE BOXES

The “Operation Christmas Child” project
of filling shoe boxes for needy children
(see last issue, page 23) comes to end in

this area on Wednesday, November
12th.That is the date by which the boxes
must be handed in to the Community
Office or Hawes Post Office, where leaflets
about the scheme are available.

MEMORIAL SHOOT

The annual Memorial Charity Shoot for the
Barry Grant Memorial Shield was held on
Sunday October 5™ when £95 was raised for
the Tuberous Sclerosis Association.

It was a good day with the weather keeping
fine until just before the end.

Mrs. Grant presented the shield to the
winner, Jim Baty who scored 23 points. Joint
second were John Kearton and Brian
Robinson.

Grateful thanks to every man who took part
in memory of Barry, to the Wensleydale Gun
Club who arrange the shoot, to Pam who, in
spite of all her traumatic commitments
managed to get the posters printed, to Ralph
(President) for the use of his premises for the
presentation, and to anyone who helped in
any way. Thank you. Mary Grant



HAWES SILVER PRIZE BAND

Hawes Silver Prize Band has a long and
proud history, going back into the 1870s.
Hawes Band contests started in about 1880
attracting bands from all around the country,
the winning band being invited to play at the
Crystal Palace. Hawes Contest was the
second-best contest in the country. It is not on
record which was the best!

Over the passing years the minutes of
meetings show busy times of concerts and
engagements; Galas, Easter and Christmas
concerts, church services, dances, sporting
events and festivals and also record many
familiar local names. They are all there,
Routh, Blades, Bowe, Metcalfe, Alderson,
Moore, Chapman and many others. Jimmy
Chapman ("Chappie”) was associated with
the Band from the early 1920s up to his death
in 1960. He would see the bandsmen each
week and remind them of the day and time of
the next practice. If anyone should miss two
practices he would make a point of seeing
them on the day of the next practice and give
them a gentle reminder! Jimmy had poor
eyesight and could not read and his only
interest was listening to the band and to brass
band music. Jimmy went to every
engagement, usually carrying the music.

In the early days there was a much stronger
"commercial® aspect to the band's
performances with much recording in the
minutes of ‘'tenders’ put in for playing, and
the members of the band were paid
individually for their attendance. No doubt
those payments were a significant part of the
members’ income. Loyalty to the band was
taken as read.

Mrs Jessie Blades kept a press cutting as
quoted here, ("Bill Jim" was "Pinkie" Blades’
father and conducted the band for 50 years.)
"I've retired from the band because I've lost
my puff, and at 65 my bellows are getting
done." But he can still tie flies and look
through the windows at Stag's Fell and watch
the clouds like great stallions sail above that
stretch of the river that is known as "Bill
Jim's Kingdom".

Hawes Band has had a long association with
the Hardraw Band contest with Excursion
Trains arriving at Hawes bringing people
from all over the country, ( The first train to
arrive  brought 25 policemen to keep
everyone in order!) Miss Agnes Moore
remembered that no-one could have
imagined such a mass of people, whose
refreshment needs were well catered for by
the local population. Miss Moore was taken
to her first contest in 1884 at the age of two
months, and never missed one until they
finished around 1902. The acoustic qualities
at Hardraw Scar were what prompted the
Victorians to hold the contests there from
1881 which in their hey-day attracted up to
18,000 visitors; a pleasant thought to dwell
on as we sit and listen to today’s contests.
Lastly, here is a paragraph from an
unidentified publication written about Hawes
Band in 1890.

"Well known in the homogeneous
community of Wensleydale, it has for a
century built up its strength from the
character of the persons of this locality and its
surroundings. Self-supporting and charitable
in outlook and performances, nothing finds
this body of bandsmen and its supporters at a
loss."

Hawes Silver Prize Band is still going strong
under the leadership of Stan Roocroft, the
faint sound of it's practice sessions wafting
out over the rooftops on Sunday evenings
from the Market House in Hawes, and long
may it continue. SH



SURGERY NEWS

Flu Vaccination campaign
This is going very well, with approximately
700 people having been vaccinated so far. If
you will be 65 or over by 31st March 2004,
or fall into one of the at-risk groups...
*People with chronic heart or lung or
kidney disease.
*People with asthma, diabetes or those
on immunosuppressant drugs
*People who are under 65 but living in a
long-stay residential or nursing home.
....then please contact your surgery to arrange
your flu jab. If you are housebound, we will
come out to you — just phone. Many of you
will have heard reports on the news that the
United Kingdom is forecast to be in for a bad
influenza outbreak this winter. So get your jab
in first.

Missing Persons

Many of you may have noticed the absence of
your doctor or practice nurse, sometimes at
short notice. This is because we are preparing
for the introduction of the reforms of primary
care that the government will introduce in
April next year. There are many meetings,
seminars & training sessions going on, & this
will  continue throughout this  winter.
Occasionally you may encounter a locum
doctor in place of your usual doctor. Whenever
possible these changes will be posted on your
surgery rotas, which are being prepared on a
month-by-month basis at the moment.

Dr France will be absent from the practice
every Tuesday afternoon for the foreseeable
future. He is working at the Friarage Hospital
as a clinical assistant to Mr Bryan, working in
the breast clinic. This is part of an initiative to
help GPs develop new clinical skills for the
benefit of patients in local GP practices.

Target Day

As part of the preparations for the NHS
reforms the practice will, along with others
across the Hambleton & Richmondshire
Primary Care Trust (PCT) area, be holding a
target day on November 20". As the name

suggests, the practice targets a particular area
of its clinical or organisational activities to
prepare for the new GP contract due next
April. For this reason, there will be no
surgeries on the afternoon of
Thursday,November 20"™. An emergency
service will be provided as per weekends &
evenings. You will still be able to pick up
medicines at your surgery on this day.

Access Project

Your practice is taking part in a nationwide
NHS initiative examining ways to improve
patients’ access to primary care services. You
may have taken part in surveys or filled in
questionnaires when attending surgery. One
recent survey canvassed attitudes to pre—
booked telephone appointments - ie a
consultation by phone rather than having to trail
to the surgery in person. Some patients seemed
to think this meant that the practice is
considering having appointments for morning
surgeries. This is absolutely not the case.
Morning surgeries are & will remain, open
access. Turn up & be seen by the duty doctor
(s).

As usual, if you have any constructive
suggestions about the services we provide,
please contact me at Hawes surgery, call 667
200, or e-mail
Clive.West@gp-B82045.nhs.uk.  (NOTE:-
please do not make repeat medication requests
to this e-mail address. If you have not used the
E-script service before, just send me a
message & I’ll advise you how to proceed)

YSDA (YOREBRIDGE SPORTS
DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION)

Open Meeting & AGM

An Open Meeting will be held on Tuesday
18th November at 7.30pm. The meeting will
take place at The Crown Inn, Askrigg (in the
Upstairs Room) to give an update on the
progress of the project to convert the tennis
courts into a MUGA (Multi Use Games
Area.) Anyone who would like to attend is
welcome. The presentation will be followed
by the Annual General Meeting.



Party On The Pitch
Just when thoughts of Summer are starting to
fade the YSDA Committee would like to cast
your minds back and thank everyone who
supported the extremely successful event held
on Askrigg Football Pitch in July. The event
raised £1,872.19 profit which has been used to
support the progression of the main project.
The date has been provisionally set for a
repeat performance on Saturday 24th July
2004. Please make an advanced note in your
diaries. For further information please contact
Colin Bailey 650060/ 07711 211169
or Allen Kirkbride 650325

MY FAVOURITE PLACE
(AND TIME!)

According to Einstein's Special Theory of
Relativity (no, do read on!) the important
thing is not a place in three dimensions (N-S,
E-W, up and down), but an event at a place at
a particular time (before and after), making
four dimensions in all. Here in the Dales the
aspect of any place differs radically according
to the time at which you see it. The seasons,
the light, the weather, all contribute to the
effect. So my favourite is a place as it was at
a particular moment.

You have to go back just over 10 years. We
were on holiday in Redmire. On the Sunday
we came to the Hawes area. In the morning
we had been to Hawes Chapel and had heard
Nelson Caplin preach. In the afternoon we
were to visit Thornton Rust and see Hillcroft
for the first time - neglected and overgrown
but with great potential.

In between, we climbed up from Gayle to
the top of Wether Fell. We had marvellous
views up, down and across the dale, of
course. But that was only a small part of our
experience. That particular afternoon we
were treated to a theatrical display. The sky
was filled with dense, dark clouds separated
from one another. No rain fell, but the
landscape was a checkerboard of brilliant and
gloomy patches. Just as spotlights are used to
highlight parts of a stage tableau, so the
beams seemed to emphasise particular

features, and then to move on to others. It
was as if our attention was being directed to
one aspect after another. 'Have you noticed
this scar here? Or this barn with its
surrounding walls? Bet you didn't realise how
striking these trees could be!

A favourite place may be revisited by
going back there. A favourite event is once
and for all. The only way we may revisit it is
through memory, 'the inward eye'. That
afternoon on Wether Fell will remain with us
for years to come.

Colin Day, Thornton Rust

CALLING ALL TRUSTEES AND
VOLUNTEERS
LOOKING AFTER COMMUNITY
BUILDINGS!

‘Community Matters’ has secured funding to
provide a practical course for anyone who
would like to know more about looking after
and managing their local village hall (or any
other building used by the community).

It will include three aspects which affect
trustees and volunteers on committees —

Managing a Charity — responsibilities of
trustees

Managing Community Premises - Health
and Safety, licensing, and other regulations.

Managing People — recruiting staff and
volunteers and, dealing with committee
matters.

In order to run the course a group of 12
people are needed. The course is FREE and
we hope it will run locally. To register an
interest or to find out more, please contact the
Upper Wensleydale Community Office in
Hawes, telephone 667400



ANNUAL REPORT 2003
Hawes Market Hall

t has been a busy and eventful year and
it seems appropriate, initially, to
mention and thank everyone who has
been involved with the Market Hall.

The Community Office has become very
important to the running of the Market Hall
and | would like to thank all the staff, and
particularly Val, who has been involved in all
aspects, and has contributed to all our
successes and helped to alleviate and
minimize some of the problems with her tact
and diplomacy.

Also all the Trustees who have attended so
loyally over the year, and given so willingly
and obligingly of their time. A special thank
you to Mick Rhodes who has taken on
specific voluntary responsibilities for some
months and been our "handy man"

On the staffing front thanks go to Sue
Richardson, who was the cleaner for 7 years,
and who was replaced in May by Carol Bell.
We hope she will be happy and enjoy a long
association with the Market Hall.

The gradual refurbishment of the Hall has
continued.

Last year we heard about some less
obvious, though necessary work, like the fire
alarm and electrical testing. This year the
refurbishments have been obvious and major.
In July, as part of a joint project for the car
park and the roof, the roof had a complete
overhaul for the first time since the hall was
built. The Trustees had ring-fenced £15,000
towards the cost of felting and re-roofing, but
needed a substantial additional sum. Through
Stan Roocroft’s work with grant applications,
the money was obtained from RDC, NYCC
and a donation from the Tolls Trustees, and
we were fortunate enough to engage
Wheeler's in the necessary time frame to
access the grants: they completed the work in
6 weeks. The re-surfacing of the car park
should be completed in the New Year. This is
a huge task completed, and makes the Hall
safe and sound and enables the interior to be

the next priority.

The second major improvement has been
the provision of new lightweight tables and
trolleys to house them , making them easier
to move and erect and thus saving damage to
the floor, which the heavier tables were liable
to cause. This project was also only possible
with donations received from Sea Angling,
Newsletter, Tolls Trustees committees, Parish
Council and the Small Projects fund.

The stage has been painted, which has
changed the whole appearance of the hall for
people as they enter. Kevin Spinks is to be
thanked for this work and also painting the
outside of the high front windows. Hopefully
the remainder of the hall will be redecorated
during the maintenance fortnight in January.

There have also been improvements in
facilities available to hirers. Caterers now
have a large selection of good quality
crockery in the kitchen, kindly donated by
Reg Fagg. A cleaning cupboard with
equipment and cleaning agents is now
provided, enabling all hirers to leave the hall
as clean as when they arrived.

Many of the improvements have been
administrative and equally essential. Mick
drew an accurate plan of the hall highlighting
location of extinguishers and fuse boxes.

Fair and equitable arrangements for letting
the kitchen for fundraising during Hopper's
sales have been implemented.

A price for RDC rubbish collection was
calculated and accepted, saving the Market
Hall money. Hire of the Band Room was
finally resolved, satisfying the wishes of all
parties. All necessary legal regular checks of
the fire alarm system are continuing.

There are plans to continue improving both
managerial and maintenance aspects of the
hall However, the Market Hall is totally
dependant on income received and spare
money for improvements is available only
gradually, hence the present rate of gradual
improvements.

In conclusion | extend an invitation to all
user groups to elect a representative who
would be willing to attend meetings on their



behalf. It is true that a small donation of time
can result in large changes for the good for
the community and this is our community
building, used regularly through out the year
for many and varied purposes and activities.
Gwen Clark, Chair
HIGH HOPES AND EXCITING
POSSIBILITIES

The Newsletter has been able to hear at first
hand from Neil Revely, Head of County Care
at County Hall, about the wide-ranging and
enterprising discussions taking place about
the sites at Bainbridge containing the
highway depot, High Hall and Sycamore
Close.

It has to be stressed a) that nothing is as yet
finalised, but a Project Manager has recently
been appointed and b) all three authorities:
District, County and National Park are
looking at this together to be thinking of
inclusive development.

Although High Hall provides care of the
highest standard it has been known for some
time that it is over-subscribed and also the
building cannot be brought up to 21st century
standards as a care home. In other parts of the
County, Brompton, Scarborough and
Stokesley, the cross-county plan for Extra
Care Housing has been put in place. These
are modern developments with flats rather
than small rooms for residents but still with
the care to be found at High Hall and with the
added possibilities of other community
facilities such as shop/cafeteria/information
facilities, doctors' out-of hours service.

In Bainbridge, Sycamore Close is also not
really suitable for 21st century use; so the
possibilities of combining the two and
releasing land for affordable housing for local
people and developing the rest of the sites to
include the new offices of the National Park
together with other useful health and social
service provision (the Extra Care scheme) for
the benefit of all the community, is the way
the feasibility study is moving.

It must be stressed that until the old depot
site has a replacement for, for example, salt

storage, none of this can go ahead but talks
between all concerned, housing (R.D.C.),

Extra-care (N.Y.C.C.), new offices
(Y.D.N.P.A.) and Health Authority are on-
going.

Mr. Revely stressed that it was important
for us to wait for the results of the feasibility
study before there was wider public
consultation. They would not want to be
accused of having fanciful ideas! However, it
does seem, on the experience of other places,
that this inclusive thinking presents real
possibilities for the whole community.

But please remember, although all the
suggestions above are in the public domain,
there is nothing finalised, but they do give us
an idea of the wide-ranging thinking and
partnership taking place.

UPPER WENSLEYDALE
COMMUNITY OFFICE

Revised Opening Hours
Christmas and New Year 2003

Christmas Eve (24™) 9.30-4.30
Christmas Day (25") Closed
Boxing Day (26") Closed
Saturday 27" Dec 10.30-12.30
Monday 29" Dec 9.30-4.30
Tuesday 30" Dec 9.30-4.30
New Year’s Eve (31%) 9.30-3.30
New Years Day (1*Jan)  Closed
Friday 2™ January 9.30-4.30



160 YEARS OLD!
Hawes and High Abbotside
Fishing Association.

Here is a selection of news and articles re-
ferring to this Association, as far as is
known the second oldest established. It ap-

pears that Kilnsey was the first.
AFishing day, about 1958 this year

took place at Hawes in North York-
shire on the River Ure, one of the finest
grayling rivers in England. On arrival at the
lovely town of Hawes we couldn’t have
come on a better day; plenty of water in the
river, and fine.

We started to fish down by the cricket
field, a good straight run all the way to the
first bend. Grayling were in good fettle and
during the first hour we had quite a few of
decent size. Two further good runs proved
to be highly successful. All the staff had a
great day in one of the loveliest dales and
we must thank two of its local fishermen, a
young John Winspear and his father Mr
Allen Winspear who gave valuable advice,
and the way they caught grayling looked
very professional.”

Extracts from Angler’s Scrapbook
Reprints from the Yorkshire Evening Post.
(ca 1950s) Jimmy (Sproats) Blades, famous
Hawes angler, used the same rod from 1883
until his death in 1925. It was a spliced two
piece, the bottom of hickory and the top of
greenheart. With constant use his thumb had
worn quite a groove in the butt. Now in pos-
session of his grandson, the rod continues to
do yeoman service.

The Association was founded in the April
of 1843 when a reward of £1 was offered to
any person giving information leading to the
conviction of anyone found netting, groping,
liming or poisoning, setting nightlines or by
any other illegal means taking or destroying
fish in the River Yore or any of its tributar-
ies. Lord Wharncliffe provided free timber

ngling Times Editor’s Annual

10

for piling of the river.

When fishing below Hawes on the Sandy
Wheel reaches of the Yore, Mr Jim Blades
Snr scrambled up the high bank to find him-
self facing a billy goat which was intent on
putting him back into the water. When Jim
grasped it by the horns, a rare pushing
match developed but gradually he won the
day and imprisoned it in a nearby fold.

Jimmy (Sproats) Blades and his son took a
thousand crayfish in under four hours from
the Yore, using liver as bait. Carried back to
Hawes alive in sacks, they were sunk over-
night in Gayle Beck and sent to Caistor, in
Scotland, next morning in milk churns for
the restocking of a lake.

Extract from The Wensleydale Yore and
its Tributaries.

by Thomas Harker - published 1883
(supplied by Milton Iveson to Bob Spencer)

“The Yore, which | call my native river,
has its rise a mile or so from Hell Gill. The
Eden has its source about half a mile north-
west of this, and the Swale rises at Hen Seat,
about half a mile from the sources of the
Ure and Eden. The Swale is the largest
tributary of the Yore and joins it near Bor-
ough Bridge.”

(The book goes on to describe the fishings
working upstream from Ulshaw Bridge -
about four miles below Leyburn. He men-
tions a trout of two and a quarter pounds
being caught in the Cover in 1877. His com-
ments on Wensley Church reveal that he
was married there 20 years ago.)

“Passing along from Wensley bridge
through Bolton Wood and Park, we have on
our left, a portion of the river strictly pre-
served by Lord Bolton for his brother, the
Revd Thomas Orde Powlett, Rector of
Wensley, who is a very good fisherman and
kills heavy baskets with the May Fly.”

(He goes on to describe the beauty of Red-
mire Falls) It was here, just above Redmire
falls, more than twenty years ago, that | first
met the celebrated Wensleydale fisherman,
Peter Percival.  (He tells of the fruitless
labours of himself and a friend and then



finding Peter patiently waiting for the right
time. Peter then caught a large number of
fish)

... “We must not pass Burton beck without a
word. It has its rise at Bishopdale Head and
takes its name from the village of West Bur-
ton on its south bank. The trout are very
numerous in the beck, notwithstanding the
wash from some lead mines. Salmon come
into it to spawn in great numbers, from the
Yore to the village of West Burton. Another
good trout beck runs down Walden, a soli-
tary valley quite out of the way and having
only a farm house here and there. Mr Dent
and | had a very successful day here four or
five years ago. We fished the beck after a
heavy fall of rain, with my favourite spin-
ner, and killed forty-five trout weighing
about fourteen pounds. It was early in Sep-
tember and the fish were in fair condition.
Coming back to the Yore, we proceed to
Aysgarth Falls and find good water for the
fly all the way. The scenery is grand and
many a delightful day's fishing has been
ended here. The railway is close to the river,
which is about a mile from Aysgarth village
on the south side, and a similar distance
from Carperby on the north side. The first
fall is too much for the salmon; they have
never been known to get up. Peter Percival
told me how he once took a salmon, about
eighteen pounds, in a rock-bound pool be-
low the fall. The fish, after being hooked,
rushed under a shelving rock and Peter
could not get him out; so he decided in the
evening to leave his rod well secured, with
the reel arranged so that it could run, and
went home to bed. Early in the morning, just
before daylight, Peter again visited the pool
and found his rod just as he had left it, with
the fish still fast to his line at the lower end
of the pool, and as he said in his own dia-
lect, "I tuke good care he didn't get back to
his haud (hold) again." Leaving Aysgarth
Falls, three in number, we now press on to
Askrigg, the distance being about four
miles.

“1 must not forget to draw your attention
to a village on the south bank. Wurton is
only interesting because the writer of this is
a shareholder in a lead mine there, and he
has had more calls of £2 per share than divi-
dends of that sum. The moral is: Don't take
shares in lead mines, firstly because very
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few mines pay, and secondly because they
tend to spoil our beautiful trout streams. |
trust that the act for the prevention of pollu-
tion of rivers will compel all mines to filter
the lead and impurities out of the wash wa-
ter.”

(He then describes Mill Ghyll, Bainbridge
and Semerwater - which he states is forty
five feet deep as its greatest depth. He also
repeats the common legend of the formation
of Semerwater).

Request: If anyone has any local knowl-
edge of fishing from the past, stories or pho-
tographs and newspaper cuttings, please
contact Doug Taylor 667694. We are please
to be able to say that space has been made
available in the museum
for them.

(To be continued)

ONE PEACE AT ATIME

Thankyou to several readers for their suppor-
tive comments on October’s Editorial. This
prompted these quotations:

“Tell me the weight of a snowflake,” a coal-
mouse asked a wild dove.

‘Nothing more than nothing.” was the an-
swer.

‘In that case | must tell you a marvellous
story,” the coal-mouse said. ‘I sat on the
branch of a fir, close to its trunk, when it be-
gan to snow, not heavily, not a giant blizzard,
no, just like in a dream, without any violence.
Since | didn’t have anything better to do, |
counted the snowflakes settling on the twigs
and needles of my branch. Their number was
exactly 3,714,952. When the next snowflake
dropped onto the branch — nothing more than
nothing, as you say — the branch broke off.’

Having said that the coal-mouse flew away.

The dove, since Noah’s time an authority
on the matter, thought about the story for a
while and finally said to herself: ‘Perhaps
there is only one person’s voice lacking for
peace to come about in the world.’

From New Fables Thus Spoke ‘The Cari-



HAWES SCHOOL NEWS

International links

To fulfil the national curriculum requirement
to provide multicultural experiences for
children living in the dales is quite a difficult
task. Hawes Primary School have been very
lucky to have Miss Kozue Takahashi from
Japan working with them for a year. This
was organised through the International
Internship Program.

Kozue particularly likes working with the
younger children although she has shown the
older children how to write their names in
Japanese and loves teaching all the children
Origami. She has been a tremendous help in
school and will be greatly missed when she
leaves in January.

The children at Hawes School would have
missed this wonderful opportunity to get to
know someone froma very different culture
had it not been for Shona & John Dinsdale’s
family and Nigel & Lyn Sunter’s family who
have shared their homes with her. Kozue is a
lovely person with a delightful personality
and we have all benefited from knowing her
and have learnt a lot about life in Japan.
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We asked Kozue what she found strange
about our culture-
“l have been staying in Hawes for 8 months
with a family. | really enjoy staying here

because Hawes Community Primary
School’s children are very friendly and the
teachers and other staff are very kind. And
I’ve never been homesick because | owe my
wonderful host families a lot for everything
they have done for me. But | have had some
culture shocks since | came to this country.
Sometime when we accept another culture,
we need to raise our bravery. One of the
culture shocks was to eat grapes with the
skin on. | had never eaten the skin of grapes
in Japan. Never until then — never in the
whole course of my life. And when | saw
British people eat a peach with the skin, I
couldn’t believe my eyes. It was a great
surprise to me. | have never seen such a sight
in Japan. When I ate a peach and grapes with
their skins, | had to raise my bravery.
Japanese people can eat raw fish and raw egg
(not everyday), but they can’t eat the skin of
peach and grapes. My family are yet to know
that I can eat a peach and grapes with skin
on.” Kozue is pictured in the Nursery with
Ben Heseltine.



SNAIZEHOLME AUTUMN

t has been (up until now) the most strange and

beautiful year. In Snaizeholme we have had

just enough rain to keep things growing, and

the autumn has been as wonderful as the rest
of the year.

Most years | make a smallish batch of rowan jelly ,
which is particularly good with roast lamb. My
system is not to pick the berries until the birds begin
to eat them; generally this is often after they have
reddened. This year all the members of the thrush
family began their attack on the very heavy crop in
mid-August, so consequently the jelly was made
long before the end of the month.

The dogwoods also flowered and fruited early in
the year and gave the blackbirds, thrushes and even
the odd ring ouzel a great feast, and now, after a rich
second flowering the berries are ripening again.
Other berries at this time of year are an endless
fascination. We have several different kinds of
cotoneaster round the house and the berries all ripen
at different times. The birds, especially the thrush
family and the pheasants, love them. Again, wild
roses, both white and pink grow near the house.
Most years the white flower well before the pink
but this year they both flowered together, but the
hips are still on the pink plants whereas the white-
flowered bushes have long been stripped.

Another discovery in the marvellous year is the
great attraction that wild marjoram has for
butterflies. Tortoiseshells, red admirals, peacocks
and commas were joined this autumn by quite a few
painted ladies that visited the country this year. It
was equally attractive to various white butterflies
and silver y moths.

The red squirrels are truly flourishing. We have
heard reports of them being seen over a wide area,
including the lower end of Hawes. Our local
population are getting bolder and bolder. Not long
ago | was sitting in the sun on the end of a wall. One
of the squirrels decided it wanted to go on the wall
to have a drink (we have a bird bath there). It came
to

my feet, sniffed around my shoes and trousers. |
could see it thinking “Can | climb up there?” It
eventually decided to go round and jumped on to
the wall behind me.

When the squirrels are arguing with each other
about who should get to the feeder (and this
includes a lot of wild chasing up and down the tree)
they take absolutely no notice of humans. You can
walk really close to them and the chasing (and the
very rude swearing) just carries on regardless.

It is remarkable how very dark most of them
become at this time of year. It seems that their coats
fade during the summer, but now they are thick dark
brown, and some almost black. It is difficult not to
spend all day watching them.

Jane Kemp
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NORTH YORKSHIRE POLICE

November 2003

This month’s article is an update on the changing
role of the police within the dales. I am pleased to
tell you that the service you are going to be
receiving firom now on will be vastly improved.

Firstly I will tell you how things currently run and
then how they are changing. At the time of writing
the Leyburn policing area has 7 officers and a
sergeant. Our role is to respond to incidents within
the area and deal with them accordingly. Each
individual officer also has a local area of
responsibility, whereby they deal with issues of a
local basis such as firearms enquiries, ongoing
community problems and other matters particular to
their area. Cumulatively we all have a responsibility
to issues of a community basis, i.e. nuisance kids
etc. and must address these together with our other
roles. As you can see this is not the best way of
dealing with things as officers can be directed to
incidents and the community problems get left.

It is seen that community issues are of great
importance to the public and to address this we are
creating 3 Community Beat Officers. These
officers, who have already been selected, will have
a responsibility for Upper Wensleydale, myself,
Lower Wensleydale, Huw Williams, and
Swaledale, Mark Rasbeary. All of us are currently
working out of Leyburn, this leaves 4 officers at
Leyburn. This is being increased to 5, these officers
will perform a response role only, in other words
they will perform general patrol and respond to
crimes, accidents etc.; they will not routinely deal
with community issues. This means that the number
of officers serving the dales will increase from 7 to
8 plus the sergeant! As we work a 5 band shift
system each reactive officer will be attached to the
corresponding band at Richmond and as a result
will work core shift covering 24 hrs, this will mean
that a Leyburn officer will always be working and
will cover the dales 24 hrs a day with support from
Richmondofficers. Prior to this we only covered
until 1am during the week and 2am at weekends,
after that officers had to travel form Richmond to
respond. To allay any fears all response officers will
be starting and finishing their duty at Leyburn. So
what about the CBO role — well this is the icing on
the cake. The CBO resThey will not have to
respond to any incidents, hence their time is almost
totally devoted to their areaponsibility is to their
area and their area only.. So what are they going to
do? Well firstly they will be on their area for the
majority of the time, they will be dealing with local
issues, liaising with local groups and having a much
more hands on approach.



The officers themselves are based within the
Community Safety Department and as such have
access to many other groups who can assist the
police with advice, problem solving etc. What does
this mean to you? — Well I will be your local bobby
as | always have been, however I will now have the
means to be on my area and not get dragged away
to other jobs. 1 will be able to address your
problems on a personal basis and to develop closer
links with schools, parish councils, watch schemes,
youth organisations and any other community
based organisations. In essence it means that you
have a local point of contact who will be aware of
local issues and have the means to deal with them
effectively. | personally am relishing the challenge
of the role and look forward to seeing a lot more of
you and providing you with a much better service
which you deserve.

The last piece of excellent news is that
Richmondshire is currently in the process of
recruiting a further 3 Police Community Support
Officers (PCSO), we currently have 2. Their role is
to provide a high visibility presence and to assist
officers in giving reassurance to the public in
general. They also patrol areas where a uniform is
needed, i.e. a spate of crime or other local matters.
The good news is that one of the new recruits is to
have a responsibility for the dales and will patrol
the area on a regular basis, market days and special
events. This in reality increases uniformed police
resources in the dales to 9 and a sergeant. Lastly
and certainly not least we do have our Special
Constabulary, who provide great support to regular
officers, do it in their own time and for free,
another means of fighting crime!

I can only see this as good news and a way
forward to providing a better service to the dales,
time will tell and 1 look forward to your support in
this matter. Sorry there is no crime news this
month, but | thought that this was an issue that you
would like to know about, but remember if you see
or hear anything suspicious, let us know.

Anyway that’s all for now, if you need any help
or information please contact me or any member of
staff at the community office and we will help you
all we can.

Dave Cousins PC141,
Community Beat Officer for Upper Wensleydale
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WHAT’S ON LISTING

For events at the Dales Countryside Museum see page 7

November
1 Concert Gunnerside Choir at Leyburn
Methodist Hall 7.30 pm
1 Sounds Familiar; Green Dragon,
Hardraw; see box
1 Fall Country Club Disco see box
1,2 Bainside Arts course see box
Memorial service, St. Oswald’s See box
R.D.C. Planning Committee
Christmas goods sale. Thoralby; see box
Bonfire night
1940s Disco Hawes Market Hall; see box
Remembrance Sunday
YDNPA Planning Committee Dales
Countryside Museum 10.30 am
Remembrance service Hawes
Methodist Church 10.40 am see box
Hawes Disco See box
Deadline for Swaledale Festival
Board see article
15 Wensleydale Flower Club See article
16 Coffee Afternoon. Thornton Rust for
Children in Need; see box
17 CIRCUS BERSERKUS at the Dales
Countryside Museum; see article
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xPlease note:
Special church services at
St. Oswald’s, Askrigg
November 2nd Memorial service for those
who have had a loved one die this year (or
in other years too) 4.00 pm
November 9th Remembrance Sunday
Service begins at 10.30 am not at the
regular time of 10.00 am

St. Andrew’s Fair
Aysgarth Institute
Saturday November 22nd
From 10.30 am
Coffee, soup and roll, puddings
Craft stalls and raffle etc.
ALL WELCOME

METRO CENTRE TRIP
Wednesday November 26th
Coach leaves Hawes Market Hall

at 9.15 am
Seat £8.00; deposit £5.00 on booking

Book at Streetwise 667192
Pick up en route; Sedbergh to Leyburn

Advent Sunday, November 30th

Special church services
9.30 am Christingle at Redmire
11.00 am Christingle at
St. Andrew’s Aysgarth New music
group will take part.
6.30 pm Joint worship for churches
in the Hawes area
St. Margaret'’s

18 YSDA AGM see article

19 St. Margaret’s Parochial Tea See box

20 Hawes W.I. AGM and an “Arabian
Interlude” 7.00 pm

21 “Victorian Swaledale’ Museum
Friends 7.30 pm

22 St. Andrew’s Fair Aysgarth Institute
from 10.30 am See box

22 Hunks & Harlots. See box

23 Special service; St. Andrew’s see box

26 Metro Centre Trip See box

26 Askrigg “Bag 2 School” collection
See box for details

29 West Witton Teas Methodist Church
from 2.30 pm

29 Youth concert. West Burton Church
“The story of Joseph” 7.00 pm

29 Christmas Pie Supper Bainbridge; see box

30 Advent Sunday See box

December
6 Upper Dales Christmas Festival see articles
9 North Country Theatre MOBY
DICK See article
31 Advance notice New Year Disco Party
Hawes Market Hall. Tickets: Streetwise.
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